REMARKS 

The Office Action dated January 24, 2007, has been received and carefully noted. 
The above amendments to the claims, and the following remarks, are submitted as a full 
and complete response thereto. 

Claims 1-50 were pending, of which claims 1,15, 26, 33, and 42 are independent 
claims. By this Response, claims 1-7, 9-15, 22, 24-36, 39, 40, 42, and 48 have been 
amended, claim 8 has been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer to the subject matter 
disclosed therein, and new dependent claims 51-55 have been added to further complete 
the scope of protection to which Applicants are entitled. Support for new claims can be 
found at least in, e.g., paragraphs [0034] to [0036] of the specification. No new matter 
has been added. Support for the amendments to independent claims 1, 15, 26, 33, and 42 
can be found at least in, e.g., paragraphs [0008], [0013], and [003 1] of the specification. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14-16, 19, 20, 22, 25-31, 33, 34, 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 46, 47, 
and 49 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ehram (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,020,098 - hereinafter Ehram). This rejection is respectfully traversed at 
least for the reason that Ehram neither discloses nor suggests all of the recitations of 
claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14-16, 19, 20, 22, 25-31, 33, 34, 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 46, 47, and 49. 

Independent claim 1, upon which claims 2-14 and 5 1 are dependent, is directed to a 
method for initiating a packet-based service session for a communication group in a mobile 
communication system. The method includes composing, in an originating mobile terminal, 
a triggering message indicating a communication group comprising, in addition to the 
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originating mobile terminal, at least one first mobile terminal, the terminals of the 
communication group having imforeseen attachment statuses relative to a packet data 
network belonging to the mobile communication system, sending the triggering message to 
the at least one first mobile terminal, receiving the triggering message in the at least one first 
mobile terminal, and in response to the receiving, bringing at least one of the at least one 
first mobile terminal to a state allowing reception of packets from the packet data network, 
the packets belonging to a packet-based service session of the communication group. 

Independent claim 15, upon which claims 16-25 and 52 are dependent, is directed 
to system for initiating a packet-based service session for a communication group in a 
mobile communication system. Independent claim 15 parallels independent method 
claim 1 and includes means-plus-function recitations. 

Independent claim 26, upon which claims 27-32 and 53-54 are dependent, is 
directed to a method for initiating a packet-based service session for a communication 
group Jn a mobile communication system. The method includes receiving in a mobile 
terminal belonging to a communication group in a mobile communication system, a 
triggering message indicating the communication group, in response to the receiving, 
bringing the mobile terminal to a state allowing reception of packets from a packet data 
network belonging to the mobile communication system, the packets belonging to a 
packet-based service session of the communication group. 

Independent claim 33, upon which claims 43-41 and 55 are dependent, is directed 
to a mobile terminal for a mobile communication system including a packet data network. 
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The mobile terminal includes first interface unit configured to receive a triggering message, 
the triggering message indicating a communication group to which the mobile terminal 
belongs, state transition unit, operatively connected to the first interface unit, configured to 
bring, in response to the triggering message, the mobile terminal to a state allowing 
reception of packets fi-om the packet data network, the packets belonging to a packet-based 
service session of the communication group. 

Independent claim 42, upon which claims 43-50 are dependent, is directed to a 
mobile terminal for a mobile communication system including a packet data network. 
Independent claim 42 parallels independent claim 33 and includes means-plus-function 
recitations. 

As discussed in the specification, the present invention seeks to bring about a 
mechanism that allows a user of a mobile terminal to start a packet-based service session 
smoothly and easily within a desired communication group regardless of the fact that the 
user is not aware of whether the terminals of the other members of the group are attached 
to or detached firom the packet-switched domain of the mobile communication system 
prior to the start of the session. 

In contrast with Applicants' invention, Ehram describes a method and a system for 
reducing latency in establishment of a real-time communication session, such as a push- 
to-talk session. The idea in the Ehram invention is that the user terminal monitors for a 
triggering event that indicates that the user is likely to soon request initiation of the real- 
time communication session. When such an event is detected, the user terminal reserves a 
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data connection through which the session can be set up and carried subsequently if and 
when the user actually requests the initiation of the real-time communication session. 

Thus, Ehram relates to predictive reservation of a data connection in a user 
terminal when the user of the terminal is about to set up to a session. Ehram does not 
teach, disclose or suggest a triggering message indicating a communication group 
comprising at least one first mobile terminal and_sending the triggering message to the at 
least one first mobile terminal, as recited in Applicants' pending claim 1, for example. 
That is, Ehram does not disclose or suggest a triggering message sent to another member 
of a conmiunication group. Therefore, a problem in which the user being uncertain 
whether the other members of the group are in connected or disconnected state with 
respect to the packet network cannot be solved by the Ehram system, while the presently 
claimed invention provides a solution to the problem. 

As Ehram fails to teach, disclose, or suggest at least a triggering message 
indicating a communication group and sending the triggering message to at least a mobile 
terminal in the communication group, the Office Action's reliance on Ehram in the 
obviousness rejection of claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14-16, 19, 20, 22, 25-31, 33, 34, 37, 38, 
40, 42, 43, 46, 47, and 49 is improper. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14-16, 19, 20, 
22, 25-31, 33, 34, 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 46, 47, and 49 over Erham. 

Claims 3, 4, 7, 11, 17, 18, 21, 23, 32, 39, 41, 48, and 50 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ehram in view of Maggenti (U.S. Patent No. 
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6,477,150 - hereinafter Maggenti). Applicants respectfiilly note that claims 12, 13, 35, 
and 36 appear to be rejected over Ehram and Maggenti as well, although there appears to 
be no summary of the rejection of these claims. In response, Applicants respectfully 
traverse the rejection at least for the reason that Erham is deficient in teaching or 
suggesting all of the recitations in independent claims 1, 15, 26, 33, and 42, and Maggenti 
does not cure the deficiency of Erham. Therefore, the combination of Erham and 
Maggenti still fails to teach, disclose, or suggest all of Applicants' claimed features. 

Maggenti describes a system for providing group communication services in an 
existing communication system. The system utilizes a communication manager that 
distributes data packets between the users and allows users connected to networks of 
different types to participate in group communications. However, Maggenti does not 
relate to the initiation of a packet-based service in a mobile communication system, but 
simply assumes that when a first member of a communication group wishes to transmit 
information to other members of the group, he or she presses a push-to-talk key on his or 
her terminal, which generates a request to be transmitted to the communication manager 
(as shown in, e.g., column 6, lines 13-17 or lines 48-52 of Maggenti). Therefore, in the 
Maggenti system, the push-to-talk service session cannot be started if the terminals of the 
other members of the group are detached fi"om the packet-switched domain. In other 
words, the Maggenti system cannot solve the above-discussed problem that the presently 
invention claimed invention addresses. 
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As to the timing feature recited in claim 1 1 of the present invention, the Office 
Action refers to column 27, lines 55-59, of Maggenti in the rejection. This paragraph 
generally describes that a terminal may use, when joining a group, the Session 
Description Protocol (SDP) which includes parameter t for defining the time the session 
will be active. Thus, this does not relate to timed initiation of the session as alleged by the 
Office Action. 

In view of the above, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the obviousness rejection of claims 3, 4, 7, 11, 17, 18, 21, 23, 32, 39, 41, 
48, and 50 over Erham and Maggenti. 

Claims 10 and 24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ehram in view of Borsan (U.S. Patent No. 7,146,163 - hereinafter Borsan). This 
rejection is respectfully traversed at least for the reason that Erham is deficient in 
teaching or suggesting all of the recitations in independent claims 1,15, 26, 33, and 42, 
and that Borson fails to cure the deficiency of Erham. Therefore, the combination of 
Erham and Borsan still fails to teach, disclose, or suggest all of Applicants' claimed 
features. 

Moreover, Borsan describes a callback system in which the user of a callback 
system sends a triggering email or SMS message containing the called number, i.e. the 
phone number that the user wishes to call using the callback system. However, a problem 
associated with Borsan is the inefficiency caused by the assignment of customer-specific 
direct inward dialing (DID) numbers. Borsan utilizes emails or SMS messages to carry 
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the information required by the callback system, thereby to eliminate the use of the DID 
numbers. 

As Borsan does not cure the deficiencies of Erham, the application of Erham and 
Borsan, in combination or separately, still does not teach, disclose or suggest all of the 
recitations in claims 10 and 24. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the obviousness rejection of claims 10 and 24 over 
Erham and Borsan. 

Claim 23 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ehram in view of Weiner (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2006/0268750 - 
hereinafter Weiner). This rejection is respectfiilly traversed at least for the reason that 
Erham is deficient in teaching or suggesting all of the recitations in independent claims 1, 
15, 26, 33, and 42, and that Weiner fails to cure the deficiency of Erham. Hence, the 
combination of Erham and Weiner still fails to teach, disclose, or suggest all of 
Applicants' claimed features. 

Weiner describes a system for instant voice messaging and instant voice message 
retrieval. The system is clearly different from that of the present invention, and the Office 
Action merely applies Weiner to argue that the packet network involved may be a GPRS 
network. 

The present invention, on the other hand, discloses that a mobile terminal with a 
triggering message indicating the communication group whose session is planned to start 
in the near future and send the triggering message to other members of the said 
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communication group in order to bring the other members to a state in which they may 
receive packets of the said session. This allows a smooth and easy start of a group 
session by any of the members of the group. The triggering message may also indicate 
the planned temporal start of the session, which makes a timed initiation of the group- 
based communication session uncomplicated. Furthermore, any member of the 
communication group has a chance to decline the invitation, as discussed in, e.g., 
paragraph [0034] of the specification. 

As discussed above, Erham, Maggenti, Borsan, and Weiner, in combination or 
separately, fail to teach, disclose, or suggest at least a triggering message indicating a 
communication group and sending the triggering message to at least a mobile terminal in 
the communication group, as recited in the pending claims. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the pending obviousness 
rejections over Erham, Maggenti, Borsan, and Weiner. 

In view of the above, Applicants respectfully submit that each of the claims 1-7, 
and 9-55 recites subject matter which neither disclosed nor suggested in the cited 
reference to Erham, Maggenti, Borsan, and Weiner. It is therefore respectfully requested 
that these pending rejections be withdrawn, and this application pass to issue with the 
allowance of pending claims 1-7, and 9-55. 
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If for any reason the Examiner determines that the application is not now in 
condition for allowance, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact, by 
telephone, the Applicants' undersigned attorney at the indicated telephone number to 
arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this application. 

In the event this paper is not being timely filed, the Applicants respectfully 
petition for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an extension together 
with any additional fees may be charged to Counsel's Deposit Account 50-2222, 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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